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“WE ARE TRULY DOING MISSIONARY WORK”:
LETTERS FROM AMERICAN MISSIONARY
ASSOCIATION TEACHERS IN FLORIDA,
1864-1874
by J OE M. R ICHARDSON *

in freedom for approximately 62,000
T Florida slaves.resulted
Most of these were illiterate and poorly preHE

CIVIL WAR

pared for their new status. Slavery, with few exceptions, had
provided no opportunity for formal learning, and education was
essential for an adjustment from a condition of dependence to
a life of independent responsibility. Fortunately, a majority of
Florida freedmen were anxious to learn.
Various missionary and benevolent organizations were first
responsible for educating Florida blacks. In 1862 the Freedmen’s
Aid Society of Syracuse, New York, organized schools in Fernandina and St. Augustine. Three years later, the National
Freedmen’s Relief Association had twenty-four teachers in
Florida.1 But, the most significant of the many educational societies spawned by emancipation was the American Missionary
Association. Though it had not been established primarily to
aid the freedmen, it was able to respond to black needs at
the beginning of the Civil War. Organized September 3, 1846,
as a protest against the silence of other missionary societies concerning slavery, the association carried on a non-denominational
work attempting to convince Southerners of the evils of slavery.
When the first slaves were freed the association led the way
in systematic relief and education. It sent missionaries to Fortress
Monroe, Virginia, as early as September 1861, and the number
increased until by 1866 it employed more than 350 persons in
southern schools and churches.2
* Mr. Richardson is professor of history, Florida State University,
Tallahassee.
1. National Freedman, I (December 1865), 382-83; Freedmen’s Record,
I (March 1865), 39.
2. For studies of the American Missionary Association see Clifton H.
Johnson, “The American Missionary Association, 1846-1861: A Study

[178]

Published by STARS, 1975

1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 54 [1975], No. 2, Art. 6
A MERICAN MISSIONARY A SSOCIATION

179

The AMA advocated full citizenship for freedmen.3 Abolition to them meant more than striking off the slave’s fetters; it
included divesting former slaves of ignorance, superstition, and
sin. At its annual meeting in 1865 the AMA announced its
support of black suffrage and full citizenship. Emancipation and
liberty, a resolution read, are but “mocking words if they do
not convey the rights of citizenship; and we protest against
excluding men from the rights of citizenship, civil or political
on account of their color.“4 Though it often failed, the AMA
was determined to select no teachers who yielded to or permitted
themselves to be influenced by prejudice. Naturally such views
frequently brought AMA teachers into conflict with white
Southerners.
Apparently the first AMA teacher in Florida was Carrie
E. Jocelyn, who arrived in St. Augustine in 1863. By late 1865
the association had established schools at Key West, Jacksonville, St. Augustine, Strawberry Mills, Tallahassee, Ocala, Monticello, Gainesville, and Magnolia. White Floridians often received the northern teachers who came to staff these schools
with less than enthusiasm. They were insulted, sneered at, and
occasionally threatened by mobs. In Gainesville there was a
disturbance in 1866 when local whites objected to black students
singing “Rally Around the Flag Boys.“5 Violence against teachers in Florida was rare, however. The most common form of
white opposition to black education was the refusal to board
teachers or rent buildings for schools.
of Christian Abolition” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of North Carolina, 1959), and Richard B. Drake, “The American Missionary Association and the Southern Negro, 1861-1888” (Ph.D. dissertation, Emory
University, 1957).
3. Lewis Tappan, the major figure in the association until his death in
1873, wrote in 1865 that the freedman would never have his rights
until he had “a musket in one hand and a ballot in the other.” Lewis
Tappan to Charles Sumner, February 13, 1865; to D. Baldwin, June
3, 1865, Lewis Tappan Papers, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C.
4. American Missionary, IX (December 1865), 268, 273; Tappan to A.
Pearson, September 28, 1863; to T. Tucker, October 27, 1863; to Mrs.
F. E. G. Stoddard, November 20, 1863; to M. Hamlin, March 10,
1864; to B. Parkhurst, January 26, 1864; to M. White, June 18, 1864;
to J. P. Warren, December 23, 1564; to Miss M. A. Burnap, January
25, 1865, Lewis Tappan Papers.
5. A. Mahoney to T. W. Osborne, February 23, 1866; C. M. Hamilton to
S. L. McHenry, April 30, 1866; A. B. Grumwell to A. H. Jackson, September 14, 1868, Records of U. S. Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and
Abandoned Lands, National Archives, Washington, D. C.
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Though the AMA’s activities were more limited in Florida
than in other southern states— all benevolent societies tended to
slight Florida because of distance and its sparse population— it
continued to expand its work until 1869. While there were
never more than fifteen AMA teachers in Florida during any
one year, each teacher supervised a large number of students.
In January 1869 Carrie M. Blood of Monticello taught 190
students in day school, forty in a night school, and 125 in
Sabbath school. Maggie Gardner and Emma B. Eveleth had a
total of 108 students in a graded school at Gainesville. In addition each taught night and Sabbath schools. At St. Augustine
Abbie Bowker and Lydia P. Auld taught a graded school of
sixty-four, a night school of thirty, and a Sabbath school with
ninety pupils.6
After the Florida legislature enacted a school law in 1869,
the number of AMA-supported institutions declined in the
state, but its work continued. Some schools were turned over to
county boards, but the AMA also established new schools in
areas which had no educational facilities. Support for Stanton
Normal School in Jacksonville, which trained black teachers
for Florida schools, continued.7 In 1876, when the association
began to consolidate its work, Stanton was abandoned.
Although its tenure in Florida was limited and the number
of teachers was always small, the AMA made important contributions. Its teachers instructed hundreds of students, and scores
more were trained to teach other freedmen. The AMA, other
benevolent societies, the Freedmen’s Bureau, and the legislature which created a public school system in Florida, all combined to make a most significant contribution— the education
of black people. When the American Missionary Association
left Florida an educational foundation had been soundly laid.
Fortunately for historians AMA teachers in Florida and other
states were prolific letter writers and the association kept records
6. Teachers Monthly Reports, 1869-1870, American Missionary Association
Archives, Amistad Research Center, Dillard University, New Orleans,
Louisiana. The Amistad Research Center had been located at Fisk
University, Nashville, Tennessee.
7. The AMA early decided that blacks would have to provide their own
teachers. In 1866 the Florida Institute was organized in Jacksonville to
prepare girls between the ages of sixteen and twenty-five to teach. On
January 30, 1868, the Institute, later Stanton Normal, was incorporated.
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of its activities. The association’s archives, housed in the Amistad
Research Center, Dillard University, contain more than 350,000
items relating to abolition, slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. The following letters are a few of the several
hundred Florida letters in these archives. No changes have
been made in spelling or punctuation, except in the case of
proper names. Portions of some of the letters have been omitted.
St. Augustine, Fla.
Mar. 18th-64
Dear Br. Whipple
. . . Twenty five Colored men from Col. Tighlman’s [sic]
regiment8 stationed in Jacksonville went out on a raid last week
in this state, and brought into this City, Seventy contrabands.
They were the most destitute objects I ever saw. Many of them
almost entirely naked. The teachers of the F. R. ass.9 having
some money resulting from the sale of books & c. and other
means which we could raise, have been very busy this week in
making up clothes for the women and children, and we shall
soon have them in a comfortable condition to remain here, or
go elsewhere as Government may see fit to dispose of them. The
raiders also brought in some fine horses and mules.
They would have brought more people and more booty
had they not been betrayed by a girl on a plantation where they
had killed the Overseer, & burned the sugar mills with a quantity
of sugar syrup & whiskey and the body of the Overseer in the
sugar house.
This betrayal brought upon them a portion of Dickenson’s10
[sic] Guerilla army about seventy, with which they had a fight
on friday P.M. before they reached here on the Sab. following.
8. Colonel Benjamin C. Tilghman was commander of the Third U. S.
Colored Troops. On March 7, 1864, a scouting party of black soldiers
and civilians left Jacksonville. In Marion County they engaged and
defeated a body of Confederate cavalry, and took four prisoners,
seventy-four slaves, five horses, seven mules, and one army wagon. U. S.
War Department, The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Volume
XLVII (Washington, 1895), 166.
9. The National Freedmen’s Relief Association, organized February 22,
1862, dispatched teachers to the schools in the South.
10. John J. Dickison led the Confederate light cavalry in Florida. See also
Mary Elizabeth Dickison, Dickison and His Men: Reminiscences of the
War in Florida (Louisville, 1890; facsimile edition, Gainesville, 1962).
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They killed the Capt. and 27 of the men, wounding eleven and
capturing four whom they brought in with them, making forty
three, out of seventy of the rebels, and lost of their own number
only the guide who was captured. Doesn’t this show Negro
valor?
And they claim a little humanity, as they say they left several
of the rebels so severly wounded and alone, as their companions
had fled, they thought duty to go back, a few of them, and
finish them. They say when the parties met they charged upon
the rebels in the name of “Fort Pillow.“11
Dickenson, the “John Morgan” of this Guerilla band, is
highly enraged and determined to have these Col. men if
possible. So the Tues. night following the Sab. after they
came in, at two o’clk we were awakened by the report of a
heavy gun at the Fort and a cry from the guard— “two o’clock
and alarm in the Camp.” It was found that several of the rebels
had crossed the river about a half mile in the rear of the City
and others were on the way in their “dug-outs,” but they were
scattered leaving their boats behind. We are about being
reinforced and shall not probably fall into their hands. . . .
Very Truly Yours, [Mrs.] H. B. Greely
St. Augustine. Jan. 23, 1865
Rev. G. Whipple— Cor. Sec. Am Miss. Ass.
Rev. & Dear Sir
Owing to the interruption and almost total suspension of
the mails for several wks. past, I have not made out a report
of my school since Dec. 1st 1864. I then reported fifty one, (51).
I now have sixty one, (61) about half have been an average
attendance.
These persons are from 20 to 75 years of age, and admit of
all the shades from the pure imported African to the complexion
so light, that you would never suspect their relation to the
race.
About a dozen of these are considerably advanced in life,
and owing to the dulness of their comprehension, and lacking
11. In April 1864 General Nathan B. Forrest captured Union-held Fort
Pillow in Tennessee. Reputedly scores of black soldiers who had surrendered were massacred by Confederate troops. “Remember Fort Pillow” became a rallying cry for black troops.
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the power of retention, the labour for the first few weeks seemed to produce only the effect, of the answering echo to the
voice, but presently the faculties began to awake, the seed
sown to germinate, and now they feel proud to be able to read
and spell in monosylables of three and four letters. One over
70 yrs. of age who was stolen from Africa since her remembrance
can do better than this. The great eagerness of them, to learn
to read the Bible, prompts them to such diligence and perseverance that I have no doubt they will soon succeed if they
can get the large print-Testaments. Can you furnish them?,
if so, direct to Rev. W. T. Richardson,12 Beaufort, S. C., and he
will convey them to this place. Is it strange that these elderly
people are hard to learn, when the very life-elements of those
faculties which God had given them have been so nearly crushed
out by the rigor of their task-masters.
But they can learn, and will learn to read the word of God,
which is a more precious idea to them than the possession of
silver or gold. You can’t imagine what a beam of joy passed
over their countenances yesterday morning in Sabbath School,
when I told them they should have a New Testament of large
print when they got able to read it.
The younger members of the school are making very good
progress, and some learn very rapidly; but I cannot perceive
that Color13 makes any difference in their capacities. . . .
In the removal of slavery, almost as intolerable a burden is
lifted from the “poor Whites” or “Crackers” as they are called
here, as from the slave. We have had considerable opportunity
to see this class of people who flock in here for protection, and
to hear the sad stories of their wrongs. They are miserably poor
and ignorant and dirty. In many instances needing as much
sympathy and help as the fugitive negro.
The ladies of this place opened a school some weeks since
for the benefit of the children of these families, and to save expense, five of them teach one day in each week, and also have
a Sab. school for them. They were originally Northern ladies—
12. The Reverend Richardson was in charge of AMA schools in Beaufort,
South Carolina.
13. During its early work in the South the AMA frequently inquired of its
teachers whether there was noticeable difference in learning capability
of lighter and darker students. The teachers almost without exception
reported that there was none.
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very excellent in all respects, only, wanting sympathy with us
in our work. It is a little afflictive, to see Northern gentlemen
and ladies of professed piety and intelligence extend cold civilities in a patronizing form, or pass by on the other side, because we are associated with the Colored people. Could, or
would they see the importance of our mission in the light of
the Gospel, and the example of Christ, they would no doubt,
think and feel differently, but the scales of a stubborn prejudice
is not yet fallen from their eyes.
But we thank the Lord that we have no worldly policy to
consult, or compromises to make— but to give ourselves wholly
to the work— our lives even, if God wills it, that we may have
it to say we “have done what we could.”
We have about a dozen Catholics in our schools;14 two of
them young men, have lately ventured to our Church and sab.
school. There are many Catholics here, some descendants of
the Spanish who first settled here, and many Curious old relics
of those times.
The climate is delightful, and boquets of flowers come in
to me fresh from the gardens almost every day. My health is
very good and I find my strength equal to my work.
The Freedman’s Relief Assn. have four good teachers here
and two schools; one primary, and one advanced— two teachers
at each— all ladies. They are kept in the Meth. Col. Church,
one session each in a day. They are doing well.
Yours truly, [Mrs.] H. B. Greely
Jacksonville, Florida Feb. 4th, 1865
Rev. S. S. Jocelyn15
Dear Sir,
. . . We have some very cold weather & have not been able
to get a stove, but have gone every day to school, & when it was
very cold we have had some general exercises, then dismissed
them, for the little creatures were not dressed very warm, and
14.

Most AMA teachers were evangelical Protestants and were anti-Catholic.
The association was very concerned with preventing the Catholic
Church from gaining a following among former slaves. Some of the
teachers, it seemed, would have preferred that black children remain
uneducated rather than be trained by Catholics.
15. The Reverend S. S. Jocelyn assisted Whipple in his duties as corresponding secretary from 1853 to 1864.
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would shiver with the cold, but they could not bear to give
up a lesson, and all were willing to stay & shiver till they said
their lesson. . . . I felt sorry to dismiss them without a full
lesson they are so anxious for it. There has only been two
days but what we have given them part of a lesson, then the
thermometer was down to 30 before sun rise, the coldest weather
we have had. . . . We have nearly 200 scholars & have been
obliged to divide the school having the primary department in
the forenoon the others in the afternoon, for there is too many
for one room. Some of them are very good readers & all are
anxious to be so. One woman, over 60 years, just beginning to
spell, seems as if she could not think of any thing but her book,
says she spells her lesson all the evening, then she dreams about
it, & wakes up thinking about it. Her husband is a good old
saint, over 80 years. They were slaves & all their children are
slaves; their master left them to take care of the house, & went
off with their children, when our people came. She has heard
from them since, that her master is very much in want, & she
fears her children are suffering for food. We love to go there,
they are so tidy & clean; not because they are any different from
the others by nature but, because they are used to being tidy.
The others who are so filthy in their habits, have always been
driven almost to death with work & all the time they had from
work, which was very little they took for rest; and can we expect
them to go suddenly from that manner of life and become neat
thrifty housekeepers? It will take time, perhaps till the next
generation. I think they do as well— perhaps better— than any
other class of people under the same circumstances.
In our visit one day, among the colored people, we came
across a white woman, living in a car & we have never seen a
colored person more degraded in appearance than she. The car
and her person looked any thing but tidy. She had a fire in an
iron basin, & the only place for the smoke to go out was the
door. We spoke kindly to her, & tried to encourage her to
clean up & go to school & learn to live like other folks. She
promised to come to our school. She did not come & we called
on her again; she said it was too cold, but she was coming. She
may come, but I doubt it. I could not help thinking it is not
the color of their skin, that makes any one degraded, but their
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habits. If people are crushed down all their lives by the heel of
oppression, can we expect them to rise all of a sudden & be a
bright intelligent class of community, without even the dust
of their past conditions clinging to them. A great many of
them do shake it off, & get up brighter than would be expected.
The jewels are here, & we have an interesting work to polish
them up for this world, & I hope, for the world to come. The
poor whites seem to be as much— or more— degraded & in need
than the colored people, for the latter are not afraid to work,
the others have always thought work degrading; & even now it
seems as if they would starve rather than work. There is a hope
that when slavery is really dead, & the spirit of caste is banished,
they may arise & be equal to the colored people.
We are all well at present & send our kind regards to you
& all our friends. If our school increases in interest, which no
doubt it will, you will hear again from your unworthy laborer.
E. B. Eveleth
St. Augustine, Fla. April 29, 1865
Rev. G. Whipple, Cor. Sec. A.M.A.
Dear Sir:
Owing to the peculiarities of our situation the jubilant echoes
of the loyal heart of the Country had time to pass away before
the good news of Lee’s Surrender reached this end of the earth.
But this week, our hearts too, were made to rejoice at Glorious
intelligence, and the Freedmen of this place seemed to feel
doubly sure of their freedom while their old task-masters, especially mistresses, seemed to feel for the first time that there
were signs of wo, and that all was lost! And they wept and
groaned saying, we shall never have our Niggers back again. But
when the news of the President’s death came two or three days
after, they took heart again, taunting the colored people about
their dark prospect of being free, and some of our people began
to talk of going North to escape enslavement again, for as
Massa Lincoln was gone, they feared their hope was gone too.
But their confidence settled back again into the strong arms of
their God, which they said, was above all, and they would trust
him to carry their cause through. . . .
The scholars were progressing finely till the time for pre-
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paring the ground and planting came on about the last of
March, when they nearly all took to the field. Until now their
fields, together with the family cares of the women have required about all their time; yet as a general thing they have
kept their books with them and studied when they could, and
come in occasionally for recitation. I think while none have
really gone back in the time, some have made advancement. I
thought there might be a little truth in a remark made by
one pupil the other evening when hearing another read. He
says “I don’t wonder E. learns so fast and reads so well, for
while she sits in the field watching the crows, she minds her
book so hard they come and eat up her corn.” But the corn
now having got pretty much out of the way of weeds and birds,
they expect now to be back again soon to their usual course of
instruction. . . .
Yours truly,
[Mrs.] H. B. Greely
Jacksonville Nov 22/67
Rev. E. P. Smith16
Dear Sir
You see I am still in J— for my school house is not yet
built. Mr. Ellison was in town this week, and says they will
commence it on Monday and finish it Friday, so you can have
some idea of the extent of the building. But I do not believe you
have any idea how the “poor” whites or “crackers” as they are
generally called— live, it is very different from the poor at the
North. I will tell you my interview with Mr. Ellison and you
can form some idea of my prospects. I was here over a week
before he knew it, though I sent word by one of his neighbors
but our landlord said “perhaps he got drunk and forgot to
tell him” then I wrote a letter and thought after I had written
it Mr. Ellison could not read it, and I doubt whether any of
them can. But he came in to see if a teacher had arrived, said
he had been in four times. . . . He walks in as his horse is
lame, and it is the only one in the settlement.
16. In 1866, in order to expedite collection of funds and to send teachers
and supplies South, the association appointed district secretaries with
headquarters in Boston, Cincinnati, and Chicago. The Reverend E. P.
Smith was the district secretary for Cincinnati. Later he became general
field agent.
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The landlord of the Union House— where I am stopping at
present,— is a southern man and knows all about them, and
has been trying to discourage me from going there. . . .
When Mr. E. came to the house the landlord came to our
room and said “your school committee is here. . . .” So we went
down and there was a tall slender man with long uncombed
hair, dirty ragged clothes, his pants looked as if they were dropping off, his mouth full of tobacco but he had an honest open
countenance which I rather liked, and attributed his other appearances to poverty and ignorance, for which he was not to
blame. Asked, if he was the man with whom I was to board,
He said yes if I did not “board round,” told him I would
rather board in one place, for it would be some trouble to
move my things so often. He said, “We are mighty poor people,
we cant give you fine things.” I said “good plain food is more
wholesome,” he said “We have potatoes, hominy, and meat.”
I thought “well potatoes and salt are good and the meat I suppose is pork a little of that when there is no butter will do very
well.” Asked him if they had tea or coffee, he said “No because
we have no sweetening, we are poor and cant get nice things.”
I thought, “well cold water is good and perhaps it will be better
for me.” Then I felt anxious to know what kind of a room I
should have, and asked what was the size of his house, how
many rooms there were, he said “there is only one room.” I
said one room? why where do you sleep? he said “we sleep, eat,
and cook in that.” I thought, oh horror— what shall I do now,
the idea of sleeping with a whole family and visitors. . . . I am
afraid my philanthropy will stagger here and said “why that is
not right— we dont do so at the North, he said “we are poor
and cant do any better.” I said you should put up partitions,
cant you make a room for me? he said yes, but he must do the
schoolhouse first. I said, then I can sleep in the schoolhouse till
the room is finished. Asked how far it would be from his house,
he said a mile and half. I thought over a mile from a house in
the woods all alone at night shall I be afraid? no the Lord will
be with me, he has promised to protect his people if they trust
him and I feel that He has brought me thus far in this mission,
and He will be with me. What a comfort it is to have such a
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friend to trust in. Pray for me that my faith may be strengthened.17
My friends here advise me to take some stores out there with
me, tea, sugar, crackers, &c for they say I would not have
strength to do much if I lived on potatoes and hominy alone.
Then I shall need a little stove, think I can get a little box stove
here for five dollars. . . .
Yours truly
E B Eveleth
Apalachicola Fla
April 10th 1867
Rev. E. P. Smith,
Secy. for Mid West A.M.A. Cin., O.
Dear Sir.
Will you be kind enough to inform me as early as practicable
on what terms your association would furnish a female teacher
to take charge of a colored school in this place. I say female because I suppose they can be had on cheaper terms. We have
never had a good school here. Except for a short space of time.
We have had schools here but very poor ones. Then the prices
were so high that many were not able to send their children.
The prices has been all the while 1.50 per month. We have
never had any aid here in schools. Have heard of a greadeal
in other places but none here. We wish a Day and Night School
also. Please write and let me know the terms. When one could
be sent, how many scholars she could take, and how much
and how we would have to pay. We have plodded along this
far, the best we could. Some children has leant some, but far
behind all other parts we hear of. We expect and are willing
to pay some. But wish to know if you will aid us some, and to
what extent. Very true the state of Florida has passed an act to
establish schools for us. What they have done in other parts, we
do not know. But they have never gave us here any benefit of
that act. hoping that I may hear from you soon. Good teachers
in these parts will not teach colored people and if they did,
17.

Miss Eveleth never taught in the school that was to be built by Ellison.
After waiting several weeks, she went to Magnolia, Florida, to teach
in an orphan asylum for black youth. E. B. Eveleth to E. P. Smith,
December 2, 1867; February 26, 1868, American Missionary Association
Archives.
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the scarcity of money would not enable us to pay them. This
is the first application that has been made to any source for help
since we have been free. But have been doing the best we
could. Please let me know what can be done.
Yours most Respectfully
Emanuel Smith18
Jacksonville Dec. 30th, 1868
Rev. E. P. Smith
Dear Sir:
Suppose I must write a few lines, to let you know we are in
existance & trying to do all we can for this people. But I don’t
know how to take the time, we are so busy drilling our children
for New Year’s day— which you know is a great day with them.
We are teaching them dialogues, speeches, & songs, and as we
have very little printed matter to select from,— our bible & hymn
book being about all we have, we are obliged to compose & remodel all the pieces they have. There has no paper reached us
since we came here & we are most starved for some news. When
your letters came with the checks in them, saying you had
mailed some “easy lessons” for us we said “well they will surely
put in the last Magazine, so we shall have something to read”
you can judge of our disappointment when we opened it &
found nothing but, “ox, my ox, it is my ox.” We were glad for
the children, and put a class in them at once. You at the North
who are flooded with news do not seem to realize how we feel,
knowing nothing that is going on in the world, only just around
us. We know there is great injustice. If a colored person commits
a murder he is brought to justice just as he should be. There are
three in this place under sentence of death for one murder. There
has been 18 murders in this county & vicinity in six months, mostly Republicans. But a white murderer cannot be arrested, because he is protected and secreted by Southerners. There is one
at large now who is known, and a white lady— shall I call her
lady, she passes for one— has been heard to say “the Yankees
18. Smith was one of many black men who wrote the AMA asking for
assistance in finding a teacher or starting a school. Unfortunately the
association gave no monetary aid. While the association, other societies, and the Freedmen’s Bureau established scores of schools in Florida,
there were many areas where there were no schools for black children
as late as the 1870s.
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cant get Mr. Bailey they would like to get him, & string him
up, but we will protect him, & hide him from them.” I hope
when Grant gets to work, we shall know it by seeing justice on
the throne. There is not much justice or humanity among the
Southerners. Some of the parents of our children have told
us how they have been employed by Southerners, to work on
their farms & they would not pay them in money, but told
them to go to the store & get what they wanted on their account.
The freedmen, not realizing the price of articles, would draw
all their wages— sometimes more before they were due thus
keeping them behind hand all the time— which pleases their
enemys— for they have not been in the habit of handling money &
economizing. . . . Some pay them in produce, charging what
they please, taking care to have the account come out even at
the end of the year, or else in their debt. So that the freedmen
will be kept down till they are educated to stand up for their
rights & not be imposed upon. . . .
Yours truly
E B Eveleth
Gainesville Feb. 25th 1871
Rev. E M Cravath19
Dear Sir
Suppose reports of the doings and progress of schools for
freedmen are always acceptable to the AMA so I will say a
few words respecting our little branch of the great influence
that is working in the south & will be felt at the north for when
you set a light in a dark place it is seen & felt & what could
have been more dark than the system of slavery. Many of those
old church goers still cling to their heathenish habits such
as shouting & thinking the more noise & motion they have the
better Christians they are. We speak against it in the school &
bible class & we can see the effect of our teaching. We dont
expect to do much for the old ones but if the light of truth
shines around them it may help a little. One Sabbath they had
a funeral sermon. The chief mourners had a seat in front of
the pulpit & seemed to think they could not show their grief
19. Reverend E. M. Cravath was AMA district secretary in Cincinnati,
1866-1870, before becoming field secretary in 1870. He resigned his
position to become president of Fisk University.
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for the departed but by letting it be seen & heard. In the midst
of the sermon one woman jumped up clapped her hands, threw
them over her head screaming “glory to God” jumping as high
as she could dancing up & down in front of the pulpit, then
whirl around like a top & throw herself into her seat. Soon another would get up & do the same. The minister took no notice of
them, he has just been sent here from the Methodist Conference.
We asked him after church what he thought of such things, said
he did not like it, but as he had just come did not like to speak
against it. Told him we were not afraid & should speak our
minds,20 said he hoped we would & he would come in by degrees. Our lesson that day in the bible class was Luke 10, 38-42.
We told them Mary & Martha represented two classes of
christians. Mary shows her love by sitting humbly & quietly
hearing all she could of Jesus while Martha showed hers by
blustering around & making a great display so that Jesus could
see she was doing something for him. But Jesus rebuked her &
approved of Mary & those who show their love by making a
great noise & showing their power of motion will not be accepted, &c. One man as he was going out said “you have given us
a good sermon today,” his wife is one of the shouters & does
not attend the bible class. We hope the light that is in him,
will shine into her heart. Some have given it up & none of them
will shout when we are present. Our cook said to one of them
“If you think it is praising God to shout why dont you praise him
before the teachers, if I was doing anything for God I would
not let any one stop me.” We hope they began to see the folly
of such things & that our labor is not in vain. Our temperance
society is not standing still, the leaven is spreading, not only in
this town, but the surrounding ones. Some of our members
have branched off & are true to their pledge, working for the
cause. I hope every teacher among the freedmen— & others too—
will put forth every effort in the cause of temperance for
20. AMA teachers taught religion in the classroom. The Bible was frequently used as a text, and classes were sometimes postponed for
prayer meetings. Nearly all AMA teachers taught Sabbath schools. If
they were not invited to black churches, services were held at school.
Some teachers were offended by loud, emotional religious services
and tried to get the blacks to change their methods of worship. Despite their dedication to freedmen many of the teachers exhibited a
lack of understanding of black religious history.

Published by STARS, 1975

15

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 54 [1975], No. 2, Art. 6
A MERICAN MISSIONARY A SSOCIATION

193

knowledge & religion cannot triumph without it. The freedmen,
as a general thing are poor but they spend a great deal for
liquor & tobacco which keeps them poor & those who use it
think they must have it at all hazards even if their families suffer
for the necessaries of life so that we cannot be too earnest for
their temporal & spiritual welfare.
Yours truly
E B Eveleth
Mission Home, St. Augustine
Oct. 6th 1871

Rev. E. M. Cravath,
Dear Friend:
We had a safe & pleasant journey & received a most cordial
welcome from friends both white & colored. Mr. Howard, our
col. minister, said he had been praying for my return ever since
I left. No wonder I came. He and others had dug a trench to
drain the lot which was full of water, cleaned the school house
and planted some trees in the yard. I found the house in good
condition, although many have been injured by the severe
storms of wind and rain which have been frequent for a month
past. We have the prospect of a large school. . . .
I forgot to ask you about Bibles. I am very anxious to
have one for each desk. I have so many Catholic scholars I
should not think it wise to give them to the pupils now: but I
find they are very anxious to have them. I would like a bible
lesson at least once a week. If you have any to spare I should
like about fifty. If you cannot send bibles I would like testaments. I have ordered groceries with Miss Mather’s & they
might be sent together by schooner. 21 I should like six boxes of
chalk also. I forgot to pay for the book (Abbott’s Teacher) you
purchased for me, & enclose the amt. $1.25. I am greatly obliged
for it & all your & Miss Cook’s kindness.
Yours Truly
C M Semple
P. S. I find the col. people have had a hard time during the
21. AMA representatives in Florida often ordered dry goods and nonperishable food from New York. Even with the cost of transportation,
they still got cheaper products than could be purchased locally.
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summer. There seems to be nothing to do. Quite a no. of my
best scholars are unable to go to S. School for want of clothes.
Gainesville, Fla. Oct. 29th 1872
Rev. E. M. Cravath
Dear Sir:
. . .We reached our home the first of Oct. & began school the
next day, with a very small number for it was in the midst of
cotton picking, which takes a great many hands. . . . Our
school is increasing every day & we hope to get our usual
number. Have been trying to get the children to bring money—
five cents each— to get brooms, bucket &c. for the school house.
We have always done that ourselves, but we feel too poor this
year, have not been paid yet for the last term of schooling. It
is hard work to get it out of the children, they always feel so
poor, & most of them are very poor but these things are for their
convenience & they must learn to help themselves. Hope some
of the benevolent people will think of us this year when they
are making up their missionary boxes, for we are truly doing
missionary work & a little help will be thankfully received by
us & by the field people. But we tremble when we think what it
will be, if the democrats get into power, which I hope the Lord
will prevent. We know what they have done when in power &
we have no reason to think they are any better now. It is only
a few years since the whipping post was taken from the front
of the courthouse in this place. The law— which is down in black
& white— is that if a colored man steal a chicken he shall be
whipped & one who has been whipped shall be disfranchised. In
that way they would deprive the colored man of his vote. And
if a colored man could not pay his taxes he would be sold for a
year & his children till they were twenty one, &c.22 These one
sided laws were made since the war when the democrats were
in power, & there are men in this place who helped to get them
up, & they pretend to be great friends to the colored people, but
let them get into power again and these laws would be enforced, then the colored man would find, to his sorrow who were
his friends. The Lord protect us from such tyranny is the prayer
22. Miss Eveleth was speaking of the black codes passed in 1866 which
had been inoperative for several years.
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of yours truly

E B Eveleth
Gainesville, Fla.
Jan 31st, 1873

Rev. E. M. Cravath
Dear Sir
We have a large number of scholars but the average attendance is not what we could wish. There are so many that
come a few weeks, then get a job of work and leave. . . . Some
of our smartest scholars are hired out to southern people who
promise to send them to school, but are not particular to get
them off early, and if they have any thing they wish done they
keep them out all day. We try every means in our power to keep
them in school and to make them punctual. There are some
we can rely upon for the whole school year and they are the
ones that encourage us. If all the colored families were like
Mr. Johnson we could give a better report. He has nine children
in school and he will not let any thing keep them out. He is
not a rich man but gets his living by the sweat of his brow. He
has bought some land, and built a house upon it, and the
children work the land when they are out of school, they do not
lose a moment of time, for they often snatch their breakfast in
their hand when the bell rings and eat it on the road to school.
They are always punctual and present. Mr. Johnson has a
brother who is just the opposite to him, he has several children
in school but they are sometimes tardy and very often absent,
they dont seem to see out of the same eyes for while one sees
his children occupying high places in society, the other sees his
children with bags of gold. As a general thing the colored
people are anxious for their children to have an education but
they dont realize how much study and perseverance it requires
to get it. . . .
We are very much pleased with the organ. The friends on
whom we rely to raise the money are at the legislature in Tallahassee. When they return we will try to send it. Inclosed you
will find a P O order for ten dollars, collected in our Sabbath
school. Please use it for any object that is most needed & oblige
yours truly
E B Eveleth
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